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Recording Video for Stay-At-Home Choir 
The easiest way to record video for many of us is to take advantage of Ross Martin’s 
amazing Pan-de-Mic Studio in Clarksville.  All you need is your hand sanitizer and mask – 
Ross takes care of the rest.  He even has a teleprompter!!  The link to sign up: 
https://calendly.com/rossmartin/recording.  Please review “Guide for taking a video choir 
selfie” (later in these instructions) for tips on how to have a great result! 

For those who are not able (or prefer not) to travel to Ross’, here are some ways you can 
record video at home. 

In brief: there is a way to do this on a phone or tablet, and a way to do it on a Windows 
10 desktop or laptop.1  The first method is easier to record and harder to send to where it 
needs to go.  The second is harder to record and easier to send to where it needs to go. 

These instructions are not for everybody – if they seem like a foreign language, you can 
call Laurie at 410-992-3961 for help, you can record at Ross’, or you can just send in 
audio – your choice!!!  We want everyone who wants to, to participate; creating anxiety and 
panic is not what we want!  So go easy on yourself. 

Mobile Phone or Tablet Option: 
This method will be fairly easy for anyone who knows how to record choir audio on their 
phone (or tablet), and who knows how to take a selfie. 

Before embarking, please read UPLOADING/SENDING VIDEO, below, and make sure you 
are set up for getting your video to Laurie. 

1. As with recording choir audio, you’ll record, using headphones or earbuds to listen 
to the guide track from a device that plays it.  This is to prevent the guide track 
sound from being present in the room – we only want your voice and the video of 
you singing.2 

2. See “Guide to Taking a Video Choir Selfie,” below, for guidelines as to the 
orientation of your device, what to wear, etc. 

3. You’ll be using your phone or tablet to record.  But instead of using the audio 
capture app that you use for your audio recording (such as Voice Memos or Voice 
Record), use your camera, the one you use to take selfies.  Your camera will record 
video clips.  The method varies with the device, but the essence is this: instead of 

 
1 There is probably an analogous method for Apple desktop/laptop products.  If you have 
one of these, feel free to experiment; if you find a method that works and is easy to 
explain, please write down the instructions and send to Laurie at lscoltri@verizon.net. 
2 If you wish, you may record yourself WITHOUT headphones and WITH the guide track playing in 
the video, and then record and submit your audio separately.  Laurie will discard the audio that 
comes with the video.  In some respects, this method makes it easier for Laurie to put the video 
together.   

https://calendly.com/rossmartin/recording
mailto:lscoltri@verizon.net
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choosing PHOTO choose VIDEO, and record a selfie of yourself singing to the guide 
track. 

4. Then get the video to Laurie.  See UPLOADING/SENDING VIDEO, below. 

Windows 10 Desktop or Laptop Option:1  
A nice feature if you hate having to juggle multiple devices.  No phone is required.  This 
method works if you …. 

• Have a desktop or laptop computer that runs Windows 10 (some Windows 7 
computers can do it too). 

• Have a webcam. 
• Either have a moderately high-end webcam with a quality mic, or have an 

independent quality mic you can use instead. 
• Feel reasonably comfortable fiddling with sound settings. 

Step 1 – get all set up. 

1. Have your webcam set up as if for Zoom. 
2. Plug your earbuds/headphones phones into your laptop or desktop, which should 

silence the sound in the room. 
3. If you have a mic, plug it into your laptop or desktop. 
4. In your computer’s App section3 find and click on “Camera.”  A box should pop up 

and you should see your moving image.  
5. Now start experimenting.  You should be able to click the white video icon on the 

Camera app.  Record yourself as a test.  Make both loud and softer singing sounds.  
(Nobody is going to hear this but you so it doesn’t have to be pretty!)4   

6. When finished with your test recording, look for it in the Camera Roll directory.  
(You can find this directory by searching for the term “Camera Roll” in the search 
box – that’s in the lower LH corner of the desktop.)  The file will be named 
something like this: WIN_20200916_16_41_02_Pro.mp4.  Double-click it to open 
your media player and play the clip over the headphones/earbuds.  You need to be 
able to see and hear yourself. 

7. If your audio quality is bad, or is missing altogether, the simplest solution is to just 
record audio separately and send both video and audio files to Laurie along with a 
brief note to let her know.  This is really a perfectly fine approach, and it does not 
impose any burden on Laurie or Ross.  If you really want to get to the bottom of 
nasty audio, see “My Audio Sounds Awful,” below. 

 
3 Get to the alphabetical apps listing by clicking the Windows icon (white icon shaped like this  and 

typically found in the lower left hand corner of the desktop). 
4 You will have to perform this test each time you record.  Alan Coltri (who has both IT and acoustic 
experience) explains that the systems in a computer that use sound are constantly renegotiating and 
struggling with each other for control.  Also, some computer apps update themselves without you knowing 
it, and this may also change sound handling.  So you never know ‘til you do it. 
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Step 2 – recording the video 

8. Follow the instructions in “Guide to taking a video choir selfie,” below. 
9. Listen to the guide track through headphones/earbuds, and record yourself singing. 
10. Double check your video using the media player (double-click it in the Camera Roll 

directory) and make sure it has both video and clean sound. 

Step 3 – get the video to Laurie – see just below. 

Step 4 – feel the showers of gratitude from the other choirfolk!!  You did it!! 

My Audio Sounds Awful (or is Missing) 
If the sounds in your video are really ugly, usually it means they are “clipped.”  
Clipping happens when the volume of the sounds being received is too loud and 
the waveforms are literally “clipped off.” 5  Here’s how clipped waveforms (right) 
look, compared to healthy ones (left). 

 

One expert describes the sound of clipped audio like this: 

“You'll know when you have … clipping because you'll hear it. It sounds like 
the audio is starting to 'break up,' which is light distortion. The more severe 
it is, the more distorted the music begins to sound until it can become 
unrecognizable in an ocean of noise and loudness.” 

Try searching for “App Volume and Device Preferences” (use your Search feature to 
find it), and lowering the Master Volume.   

If your video is entirely silent you may have to change which mic device is listed as 
the input device.  Be adventurous and try stuff, but write down your initial settings 
before you do, so you can restore them if need be. 

If you can’t get the sound right in your video, feel free to record a separate audio file, and 
send both audio and video to Laurie along with a note to her about it – this is no problem 
at all. 

 
5 https://ledgernote.com/columns/studio-recording/audio-
clipping/#:~:text=You'll%20know%20when%20you,ocean%20of%20noise%20and%20loudness. 

https://ledgernote.com/columns/studio-recording/audio-clipping/#:%7E:text=You'll%20know%20when%20you,ocean%20of%20noise%20and%20loudness
https://ledgernote.com/columns/studio-recording/audio-clipping/#:%7E:text=You'll%20know%20when%20you,ocean%20of%20noise%20and%20loudness
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Uploading/Sending Video: 
Video files are very big and can’t be emailed or texted.  If you’re using a mobile 
phone or tablet to record video, you’ll want to have an app that can upload content 
into the cloud that can be shared.  

If you recorded on a desktop or laptop:6 

Upload to our dropbox account.  Just click 
https://annex.uucolumbia.net/upload-videos, navigate to the file, and upload.  
Laurie will be automatically notified of your submission by email. 

If you recorded on a phone or tablet: 

You will need to have an app for uploading and sharing files in the cloud.  If 
you already have such an app, please share them with Laurie at 
lscoltri@verizon.net (and email to notify me it’s there, PLEASE!).7 

If you don’t have a cloud account you can use for this, a good option is the 
Google Drive app.  Everyone with a Gmail address has a google drive.   The 
following instructions are for uploading to Google Drive from a small device 
(phone, tablet): 

BEFORE YOU FIRST TRY TO RECORD VIDEO … 

a) Get the Google Drive app (free) on your phone or device.   
b) Log into it using your gmail credentials. 

AFTER RECORDING – 

a) Look for the recording in the photo stream of your device.  Select it. 
b) Below your clip you should see an array of apps to use to share your 

video – email, instant messaging, etc.  Scroll around and look for the 
google drive logo, then click it.  This should upload your video to 
your google drive. 

c) Now leave the photo stream and look for your google drive app on 
the desktop of your device.  Open it, and you should see your video.  

d) To the right of the filename, you should see a menu – on an iphone it 
looks like 3 dots.  Click it and select SHARE. 

e) In the ADD PEOPLE OR GROUPS space, type 
uuccmusiccommittee@gmail.com.  You should also see something 
like an arrow on that screen – click it to share the video. 

 
6 This will be the case if you recorded your video on your computer. The video file may also be available if your 
computer and small device automatically sync. 
7 Laurie has google drive and dropbox accounts.  For both, please share with 
uuccmusiccommittee@gmail.com.  Files shared in other cloud spaces, like vimeo or apple, may not be 
accessible non-account-holders – please check. 

https://annex.uucolumbia.net/upload-videos
mailto:lscoltri@verizon.net
mailto:uuccmusiccommittee@gmail.com
mailto:uuccmusiccommittee@gmail.com
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f) Now send me an email at lscoltri@verizon.net so I know you’ve 
shared it. 

Guide to taking a video choir selfie: 

• Use “landscape” orientation – in other words, wider than tall, like an HD TV screen. 
• Make sure your camera lens direction is set to the selfie position – no “room shots” 

please, we want YOU. 
• Try to get your head and just your shoulders into the shot, and center yourself as 

best you can.  Position the lens at right angles to the center of your face.  Also, we 
want to be looking at your face, not your chin or your hairline – adjust accordingly.  
Ross will do this for you if you’re recording at Pan-De-Mic. 

• Wear a solid color on top.  Jewel tones or black are best.  Don’t wear white.  A little 
accent jewelry or modestly decorative collar is OK; but remember, you’ll likely be a 
small square on a small screen, so minimize busyness.  We expect to see 
headphones or earbuds – they’re perfectly fine. 

• Have a gentle light source landing on your face – don’t take a picture that’s backlit, 
or we’ll only see a silhouette and we can’t use it. 

• It’s best not to have a whole lot of busyness in the background. 
• Being active, particularly in your facial expressions, is terrific – people love to see 

the emotion in your face.  But try not to sway side to side much.  It helps to keep 
yourself centered. 

• Pretend it’s perfect!  It won’t be – we’re all human.  But please pretend that it is.   

Pay special attention to the time just before and just after the song.  Laurie needs 5 
seconds before and after in which you stand and look into the camera.  Don’t act 
like “God’s Frozen People,” but don’t interrupt the sense of performance either - by 
immediately expressing frustration with your imperfections, turning to leave, 
gasping in exasperation, or uttering colorful expletives. It means heavy editing at 
the end.   

Laurie herself recently had to throw out her own best take because, just before the 
song started, she picked her nose.  Try hard to avoid these situations.  (Smiles and 
subtle expressions of victory are perfectly fine – people do want to see and connect 
with you.) 

If you can’t make video work at all … 
If you can’t make a video of any kind, either at home or by visiting Ross, take some 
static selfie shots using the “Guide to taking a choir video selfie” to plan camera 
orientation, dress and placement.  We’d love to have a variety of shots representing 
several situations – static face shots, smiles, quiet legato singing, raucous rhythmic 
uptempo singing, joyful, pensive, etc.  Send them to Laurie via email or text and 
she’ll be grateful to have them to possibly work into the video. 

mailto:lscoltri@verizon.net

