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Using the UUCC Music Ministry Web Resources 

The Basics 

UUCC has a website that supports its choral ensembles.   

A primary purpose of the site is to serve up practice audio for the UUCC Chalice Choir to help with 

parts-learning.  (The audio is created using music composition software and does not include lyrics.) 

The parts-learning pages also contain links to available digital scores. 

Site pages: 

• https://annex.uucolumbia.net/choir/ - the site’s homepage. 

• https://annex.uucolumbia.net/audio/ - Rehearsal Audio page, where you can find links 

to playlists for upcoming anthems.   

• https://annex.uucolumbia.net/playlist-builder/, the Custom Playlist Builder, where 

you can create your own practice audio playlists. 

• https://annex.uucolumbia.net/compatibility-tester, Device Compatibility Tester 

• https://annex.uucolumbia.net/you-tube/, Selected YouTube Samples 

You need to enter a password to use the site: uucol09umbia (the 09 are numeric digits and the 

rest are lower-case alphabet).  Once entered, the password is typically effective for multiple days or 

weeks. 
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The site contents are to be used only by Chalice Choir members & guest musicians who are 

preparing for performance during worship (in-person, recorded, or virtual).  Please do not share 

any of the site’s webpages, the password, or the music from the site with any other persons.  After 

you perform a piece of music, destroy any of its associated audio & digital scores that you 

downloaded.  Keeping the site & its contents private is crucial to protecting intellectual property. 

https://annex.uucolumbia.net/choir/
https://annex.uucolumbia.net/audio/
https://annex.uucolumbia.net/playlist-builder/
https://annex.uucolumbia.net/compatibility-tester
https://annex.uucolumbia.net/you-tube/
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Viewable/Downloadable Scores 

For some of the music the choir performs, director Michael Adcock will provide digital scores 

(PDF) for view or download.  These are listed, with links to View the scores in the browser, or 

Download them, near the tops of the rehearsal-audio and custom-playlist-builder webpages. 

  Download score 
(click icon) 

View score (click green title) 

https://annex.uucolumbia.net/audio/
https://annex.uucolumbia.net/playlist-builder/
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How to Use the Rehearsal Audio Webpage 

Here’s a screenshot of the Rehearsal Audio webpage (https://annex.uucolumbia.net/audio/): 

 

Select & Open Audio Playlist 

1. Select your ensemble (Chalice Choir, Chalice Singers, or Other group), Event Type 

(Sunday Worship, Music Service, etc.), and Part.1  The background of selected buttons 

will turn dark green.  (Grey options have no audio, and cannot be selected.)   

2. Click “Open Playlist” and your selected playlist will pop open in a small box.  See page 

6 for details about using the popup playlists. 

  

 
1 If you’re new to choral singing, you may not be aware that the major parts (soprano, alto, tenor, and bass) are 
sometimes subdivided into sub-parts, also known as “divisos.”  These are usually designated using numbers, with 
lower number representing higher voices.  So, for example, within the Tenor part, some anthems subdivide Tenors 
into Tenor 1 (who sings higher) and Tenor 2 (sings lower).  If you need help selecting a diviso, please consult 
Michael Adcock. 

Download score (click icon) 

Select Ensemble, 
Event Type & 
Part from the 
green buttons 

Grey options don’t 
contain any tracks; you 

can’t select them. 

Open-Playlist button is disabled until 
Ensemble, Event Type & Part are chosen.  

Then click to pop up the playlist. 

View score (click green title) 

https://annex.uucolumbia.net/audio/
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How to Use the Custom Playlist Builder 

Unlike the Rehearsal Audio page, which serves up prepackaged groups of anthems, the 

Custom Playlist Builder (https://annex.uucolumbia.net/playlist-builder/) allows you to 

custom-build playlists on the fly, and create a playlist that can be saved for later.   

Here’s a screenshot with its features:  

 
The scores are organized into tables by ensemble, event, part, and (in vertical columns) the 

emphasis of the singer’s part compared to the other parts and accompaniment.  Select the 

tracks you want to have in your playlist.  As soon as you start selecting tracks, the “View 

Your Selections” button (see screenshot below) will become visible.  When you’re done 

selecting tracks, click this button to view your selections.  You will be able to add new 

tracks, delete tracks, and change the order of your tracks.  (SHORTCUT: If you just want to 

concentrate on a single anthem, you can click the white-on-black arrow ► to the left of an 

anthem to pop up an instant playlist, and skip the rest of the process.) 

Here is a screenshot of an Alto’s selection of the tracks wanted in a playlist.  When the 

selection is complete, the user clicks “VIEW YOUR SELECTIONS.” 

 

Download score 
(click icon) View score (click green title) 

Click the PLAY 
icon  to pop up 
an instant playlist 

of items in any 
row. 

Select individual 
tracks from these 

tables for a 
custom playlist. 

Once you’ve selected tracks, the VIEW 
YOUR SELECTIONS button appears.  
Click to view list of selected tracks. 

Tracks have 
been selected. 

https://annex.uucolumbia.net/audio/
https://annex.uucolumbia.net/playlist-builder/
https://annex.uucolumbia.net/playlist-builder/


Choir Website Instructions – page 5 
 

Last modified July, 2022 

Here is a screenshot of the result:  

 

As the diagram indicates, the selections can be moved up and down, deleted, and even 

previewed.  The user can also add and subtract additional selections from the track tables, 

whether the view-selections area is visible or hidden: hiding and displaying the 

SELECTIONS area doesn’t change what’s been selected.  

Sometimes the tables of available anthems get long & complicated.  Use the VIEW FILTERS 

button at the top of the page if you want to target & focus on just the tracks you need.   

Below, a singer interested in Tenor 1 tracks for Sunday choir anthems has opened the 

Filters and has activated the Filters to simplify the view of tracks that they’re interested in.  

They see only the two anthems that satisfy all of their choices. 

 

Hide the box (selections 

are preserved)  

Edit or Preview by hovering over a 
track: 

• If a  cursor appears, click & 

drag up or down to re-order the 
track.  

• When hovering over the green 
title, if a  cursor appears, click 

to preview sound. 
Click the to delete the track. 

VIEW FILTERS button 

When previewing a 
track, control the 
play using this 

player. 

Click to pop open 
your playlist. 

Click to get your playlist 
emailed to you for re-use. 

VIEW FILTERS button 

HIDE FILTERS button 

(selections will be preserved) 

User has selected full 
choir, Sunday anthems, & 

Tenor 1 filters. 

Result of filters applied by 
user: Tables display only 

full-Choir Sunday anthems 
which Tenor 1 singers need 

to learn. 
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How to Use the Popup Audio Playlists 

The rehearsal-audio and custom-playlist-builder webpages contain links to audio playlists, which 

pop up in separate boxes for use.  The diagram below shows the basic features of a playlist.  You’ll 

find the complete list of tracks in the area defined by the red rectangle in the image.  (Special note: 

often playlists are longer than what you can see – there is a grey scrollbar on the right of each playlist.)   

Playlist features are shown below. 

 
To begin playing (or unpause) a playlist, click the play/pause button (white arrowhead ► on green 

background).  The tracks will play automatically in order, and loop back to the beginning, repeating 

until you click the pause button , reload (refresh) the page, or close the playlist box. 

Playlists created on the Rehearsal Audio page typically contain four copies of each anthem, with 

decreasing emphasis on the singer’s part (left stereo channel) in each successive track.  We call this 

“progressive audio,” and listening to these in succession can be a quick and easy way to learn a 

part.   

The tracks are (ordinarily) computer-generated, so there are no sung lyrics.  (Occasionally we get 

really lucky and have a supply of sung lyrics.)  For anthems in a foreign language, we will 

occasionally also include a vocal pronunciation track. 

Elapsed time 

(mm:ss) 

Play/Pause 

Drag border to 
skip forward or 

backward. 

Reset playlist to 
original settings. 

Track length 

(mm:ss) 

Mute/Unmute 

Volume control Now Playing 

Link to custom 
progressive 

audio builder 

(some devices) 

Download audio 

(red icons) Scrollbar to view 
other tracks.   

To the right of it is 
another scrollbar for 
revealing the Speed 

Change Slider & 
Emphasis Controller. 

Tempo changer 

(slider) 

Parts emphasis controller 

(slider; some devices only) 

https://annex.uucolumbia.net/audio/
https://annex.uucolumbia.net/playlist-builder/
https://annex.uucolumbia.net/audio/
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How to Use the Playlist’s Change-Speeds & Singer-Emphasis Features 

Speed Change Slider (changes tempo)   

Click/drag the slider to decrease (slide left) or increase (slide right) the tempo.  (The 

greater the change, the more the sound will distort.)  You can use the speed-changer 

at any time – before or after clicking the play button for the track.  It will also 

function with the two other features: Parts Emphasis Controller (see below) and 

Custom Progressive Playlists (see page 8).  

Parts Emphasis Controller (not all devices)   

The practice audio tracks are designed so that the singer’s part is localized to the 

left stereo channel and the other parts and accompaniment on the right.  Click/drag 

the slider to further emphasize (slide left) or deemphasize (slide right) the singer’s 

part.  You can use the feature any time before or during play. 

On some devices (notably, some tablets and mobile phones), this feature “breaks” the 

playlist, so we offer an alternative playlist without the feature.  (Some users will be 

served up with the alternative playlist automatically.) If you open the playlist and it 

doesn’t play sounds,2 use the CLICK HERE button at the top of the playlist box to 

replace the full-featured playlist with the alternative playlist. 

To further explore the abilities of your device to handle the parts-emphasis 

controller, you can fill out this little form: 

https://annex.uucolumbia.net/compatibility-tester.  The form includes 

a sound test.  Please make sure you can hear other sounds – such as YouTube 

videos – played on your web browser (Chrome, Bing, Firefox, Safari, etc.) before you 

complete the form.  The form can also be accessed on the Alternative Playlist at the 

bottom of the box using the CLICK HERE button. 

Which kind of playlist do I have?  How to tell the difference: 

Screenshot: Regular Full-Featured Playlist Screenshot: Alternative Playlist 

  

 

  

 
2 Double-check that your browser otherwise plays audible sounds – which can be verified by trying a 
YouTube video.  If playing a YouTube video results in silence, you’ll need to look at your device settings. 

If there are green underlined titles, click one to 

open its Custom Progressive Playlist Builder. 

Drag the slider 

Drag the slider 

https://annex.uucolumbia.net/compatibility-tester
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Custom Progressive Playlist Builder 

(Available only on devices which can use the parts-emphasis controller.3)  The Custom 

Progressive Playlist Builder allows you to focus intensively on a particular anthem.   

Starting the feature: Click a hyperlinked track title (green underlined font) to open the 

Custom Progressive Playlist Builder for that anthem.  (Sometimes the first few notes of the 

track will play as the feature opens – just ignore it; it will stop soon.) 

A Progressive Playlist Builder for “Deep River,” Tenor 2 part, is shown below.   

 
Steps to create and play a custom progressive playlist: 

1. If you’d like to begin your playlist with a track that sounds the singer’s track all by 

itself, with no other sounds, select “YES” to the question “Include Singer Only?”  

Otherwise click “NO.” 

2. Select the number of “Repeats” – in other words, the number of progressive audio 

tracks in the playlist.  This setting determines the gradual-ness of the introduction 

of the other parts, and accompaniment.  (A long playlist will give you gradual changes 

in the balance between singer’s part and other sounds - which can be especially helpful 

for learning difficult parts.  See the table on page 9 for a breakdown of how the 

progressive audio is constructed at each setting.) 

3. Next, click the PLAY button that appears below these fields.  Audio will begin to 

play.  When the playlist finishes, it will start over again and loop until you pause the 

play or close the window. 

4. At any time, you may adjust the tempo using the speed changer.  Also, once play 

begins, a RESET button will appear.  You can use it to choose a new playlist 

configuration for the anthem. 

 
3 These devices have full-featured playlists that have a slider to adjust singer emphasis – see diagrams on the 

previous page. 



Choir Website Instructions – page 9 
 

Last modified July, 2022 

Here’s a screenshot of a Custom Progressive Playlist, during play. (This user selected 10 

repeats and a singers-only track.  The user is listening at the recorded tempo.  The playlist is 

looping through for the first time, and is about to complete playing track 6.) 

 

 Repeat 

Setting*  

Progressive Playlists Settings: balance of each track in playlist  

(0 represents singer-only and no other sounds; 100 represents all sounds at balanced 

loudness) 

Singer-only setting: YES Singer-only setting: NO 

2 0,100 50, 100 

3 0, 50,100 33, 67, 100 

4 0, 33, 67, 100 25, 50, 75, 100** 

5 0, 25, 50, 75, 100 20, 40, 60, 80, 100 

6 0, 20, 40, 60, 80, 100 17, 33, 50, 67, 83, 100 

7 0, 17, 33, 50, 67, 83, 100 14, 29, 43, 57, 71, 86, 100 

8 0, 14, 29, 43, 57, 71, 86, 100 13, 25, 38, 50, 63, 75, 88, 100 

9 0, 13, 25, 38, 50, 63, 75, 88, 100 11, 22, 33, 44, 56, 67, 78, 89, 100 

10 0, 11, 22, 33, 44, 56, 67, 78, 89, 100 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90, 100 

* The repeat setting represents the number of tracks in the playlist.  The playlist will loop (start 

over & play again) until the play is paused, the box is reset, or the box is closed. 

** The Rehearsal Audio webpage serves up this version – 4 repeats of each anthem, with 
increasing balance between the singer’s part and other sounds, and excluding a singer-only track. 

 

https://annex.uucolumbia.net/audio/
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Tips for Parts-Learning 

The practice audio tracks are structured with the singer’s part on the left stereo channel 

and the other parts, plus accompaniment, on the right stereo channel.  

In playlists accessed via the Rehearsal Audio webpage, each piece is repeated four times. 

The first repeat strongly emphasizes the singer’s part. With each successive repetition, 

more and more of the other parts are added, until, on the fourth repeat, the parts are 

balanced. 

Typically, the sounds for each part are rendered one or more “sustained-tone” instrument 

sounds such as flute, bass trombone, French horn, bassoon, or vocal MIDI vowels; often 

with a harp or piano doubling the sound so that the “attack” of each note can be clearly 

heard. The sounds are produced using a computer to create mathematical accuracy in pitch 

and rhythm. 

These tracks are typically created before final decisions have been made about tempo, 

phrasing and styling.  Sometimes a “road map” will also be changed (for example, the 

anthem might be shortened).  So, don’t be surprised if the tracks differ a bit from how they 

will be performed in rehearsal and during performances.  You can use the speed changer 

on the playlists to vary the tempo, as needed. 

Recommended use: listen a few times without a score, then get out your score and try to 

sing along. Listen while you’re at your computer doing other things, listen during a 

commute, while waiting for an appointment, etc.  As soon as you feel comfy with your part, 

switch to a good professional performance if you have access to one.  We provide YouTube 

recommended performances where possible – use this link: 

https://annex.uucolumbia.net/you-tube/.  If agility and a high degree of 

mastery is important, it can be helpful to practice with multiple professional performances, 

if they’re available.   

Contact Us 
If you have trouble using these resources, or you have questions, contact Laurie Coltri, site 

administrator (lscoltri@verizon.net; 410-992-3961, 667-240-3357). 

https://annex.uucolumbia.net/audio/
https://annex.uucolumbia.net/you-tube/
mailto:lscoltri@verizon.net
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